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GRAND JURIES: Sitting In Five Gities As Gov't 

Steps Up Harassment Of Leftists 
1850 wds/graphic 1 

GOVERNMENT: New Equal Opportunity Head Says Ford 

Friend Of Minorities 

* 100 wds 2 

PETE SEEGER: Songfest Blocked 
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FOOD STAMPS: Information For Food Coops 
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FRANCE: Prostitutes Strike Against Police 

Brutality And Arbitrary Arrests 
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CRISIS: Cbnld 
Cuts Electricity 

LNS Helds Meeting 
in the Dark 


Yesterday, without warning. 
Con Ed turned off our electrici- 
ty. We owed two months of bills, 
and were forced to pay an addi- 
tional $220 deposit before they 
would restore the service. 

We're still facing very 
serious problems, and your fail- 
ure to respond seriously to our 
money pleas is making it increas- 
ingly difficult for us to get by. 
LNS is in the midst of severe 
financial difficulties, for 
which subscribers are largely 
responsible... 
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N0TES FR0M THE COLLECTIVE 

Yesterday, without warning. Con Ed turned off 
our electricity. We owed two months- of bills, and 
we were forced to pay an additional $220 deposit 
befbre they would restore the service. 

For now, we're paid up, the lights are back on, 
typewriters and press running, and the immediate 
crisis is over. This packet is short because we 
had half the production time to do it in. But the 
next packet will be the usual length, and you can 
depend on us to continue publishing regularly. 

But we're Still facing very serious problems, 
and your failure to respond seriously to our money 
pleas is making it increasingly difficult for us 
to get by. LNS is in the midst of severe financial 
difficulties, for which subscribers are largely re- 
sponsible. 

Today we received only $70 from subscribers, 
and every day last week we got even less. This 
money is used immediately to pay bill S^-all of which 
are overdue. No money at all is going toward our 
$40 a week salaries. We are 14 weeks behind in 
getting paid. 

It is constantly an effort to scrape up the 
money we need for paper, ink, envelopes, and postage. ' 
And we're often forced to put out whatever money we 
still have individually for office petty cash. 

We have consistently tried to impress upon you 
the severity of our situation, but you haven't re- 
sponded. The point is not that LNS is about to 
fall apart. There is no question in our minds that 
we will keep going. But you are making it more and * 
more difficult for us to do this. ' 

We take our commitments seriously— the changes ,, 
we are making to improve the packet, and the regularity 
and contents of the packet should make this obvious. 

But subscribers have a commitment too—to keep us 
going. 

You'll have to send money. 

You'll have to send a lot of it. 

And you'll have to send it right away. 

Thanks, 

LNS 


IF YOU ARE MISSING A PAGE OR GET A BADLY PRINTED GRAPHIC, LET US KNOW AND WE'LL SEND YOU ANOTHER SC)ON 



GRAND .JURIES ACTIVE IN FIVE CITIES 
AS GOVERNMENT STEPS UP HARASSMENT OF LEFTISTS 

NEW YORK (LNS)--"Political abuse of the grand 
jury is on €he upswing again," says the Coalition to 
End Grand Jury Abuse. in Washington DC. "The use of 
the grand jury for other than its intended purposes 
— to gather intelligence information, to give in- 
vestigative subpoena power they lack by law, to 
punish political dissidents, to try to apprehend 
fugitives- -all this is going on again." 

Grand juries have been convened to date in the 
following U.S. cities: 

**In the alleged search for fugitive Katherine 
Power, and for information that could aid in the 
prosecution of Susan Saxe, two women who refused to 
assist a federal grand jury in New Haven, Connecticut 
were found in contempt of court June 10 and jailed 
for the duration of the grand jury. 

**In Lexington, Kentucky, six gay students who 
refused to testify before a grand jury also investi- 
gatirig Saxe and Power were jailed. Following vary- 
ing periods of confinement, five of the six people 
decided to appear before the grand jury. The legal 
appeal continues for one woman who remains in jail. 

**In San Francisco, a woman has been incarce- 
rated since February for refusing to testify before 
a grand jury investigating the SLA. The San Francisco 
investigation has temporarily ceased as has an SLA 
grand jury in Harrisburg, Pa., but both are expected 
to be reactivated soon. 

**In Los Angeles in early June widespread op- 
position forced the government to withdraw grand 
jury subpoenas for three filmmakers working on a 
documentary on the Weather Underground. 

**In New York City, a grand jury is currently 
investigating the "harboring of fugitives." And it 
has also begun an investigation of many of the 50 
people present in a New York State Supreme Court 
room in mid-May when members of the Black Liberation 
Army (BLA) received weapons and explosives with 
which to attempt an escape. Another grand jury 
subpoena seeking information from a New York attorney 
on a client linked with an alleged BLA fugitive was 
quashed May 22 by a District Court judge. 

"The grand jury wasn’t created to be an inves- 
tigative tool," said Fred Solow^y of the Coalition 
to End Grand Jury Abuse. "Its purpose is to protect 
citizens against malicious prosecution by authori- 
ties, not to afford the FBI subpoena power that ; , 
Congress refuses to grant. These are instances of 
grand juries used as chambers of interrogation." 

New Haven Grand Jury 

Katherine Power and Susan Saxe are charged 
with robbery and murder in a 1970 Boston hold up in 
which a guard was killed. The government maintains 
that Power and Saxe allegedly robbed the bank to 
finance anti-war activities. 

Saxe was apprehended in Philadelphia March 26 
and pleaded guilty June 9 to federal charges of rob- 
bery and theft of a Massachusetts arsenal in exchange 
for not being forced to testify in any legal pro- 
ceedings against anyone she has known in the last 
five years. She still faces charges stemming from 
the Boston bank robbery which carry a life sentence 
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without parole. 

Because Saxe and Power were believed to have 
been residing in Hartford, Connecticut at some 
point, the FBI began investigating members of the 
women's movement there. Ellen Grusse, a computer ■ - 
technician, and Terry Turgeon, a department store 
clerk, were approached in January by FBI agents 
seeking information. When they refused to talk 
to the FBI they received subpoenas to appear before 
a grand jury in 24 hours. 

When Grusse and Turgeon refused to testify on 
the grounds that their rights had been violated and 
in protest of this use of the grand jury process, 
they were granted "use immunity." Use immunity 
means that your testimony can't be used against 
you, but that it can be used against other people. 
The two women still refused to testify and were 
subsequently jailed on contempt charges. Both 
spent four weeks in jail until the grand jury's 
term expired. 

As Grusse and Turgeon left jail, they were 
re- subpoenaed by a new grand jury. The two women 
now face as much as sixteen months imprisonment 
(for the duration of the grand jury, or until they 
agree to testify), and perhaps another subpoena. 

"These tactics are used by the government to 
create distrust and disunity among people and break 
up communities of women and other political groups," 
explain Grusse and Turgeon in al letter to support- 
ers. "We feel that giving information to the FBI 
gives in to the power they hold over us, a power 
that perpetuates women's position and the position 
of all oppressed people." 

Lexington Grand Jury 

A similar situation to the New Haven grand 
jury has also occurred in Lexington, Kentucky. Mem- 
bers of the women's and gay community there were 
questioned in late January and six of those who 
refused to assist the FBI investigation were sub- 
poenaed to appear before a grand jury. -When they 
refused to testify they too were jailed on contempt 
charges . 

However, after Varying periods of confinement, 
five of the six people agreed to testify. Accord- 
ing to a statement made by the Lexington Grand 
Jury Defense Committee, "None of the people who 
have agreed to talk have in any way changed their 
views of FBI harassment, grand jury abuse, their 
right not to talk to the FBI or their view that 
non- cooperation is the best form of resistance. 

They only agreed to talk because they were unable 
to withstand the inhuman condition of Kentucky 
county jails. 

"Although we all understand that anything said 
to a grand jury or the FBI might possibly hurt 
someone," the statement continues, "none of the 
six felt he or she had/gave any information which 
led to the apprehension of Saxe or could lead to 
the apprehension of Power. Nor does anyone feel 
that they have any information that could aid 
the prosecution." 

During contempt hearings for the six, attor- 
neys read statements on their behalf that they 
had no reason to believe that the people they knew 
as Lena Paley and Mary Kelly (the aliases thought 
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to have been used by Saxe and Power), were fugitives fight against a subpoena requiring him to reveal in- 

and they had no knowledge of their present whereabouts, formation about a client before the grand jury. 


According to a spokeswoman for the Lexington 
support group, "All of these people were targets of 
FBI fishing expeditions. None of them was accused of 
any indictable offense. They have something the gov- 
ernment wants and will abuse their rights to get: 
information about people and organizations." 

Los Angeles Grand Jury 

The Los Angeles subpoenas, served on Emile de 
Antonio, Haskell Wexler, and Mary Lampson, demanded 
that they bring to a June 12 hearing "any and all 
motion picture film, including but not limited to 
all negatives, working copies and prints and all 
sound tracks and sound recordings made in connection 
with motion pictures concerning a group known as 
Weathermen or Weather Underground." 

The filmmakers immediately made public their 
intention to refuse to cooperate. They announced 
they would hold a press conference June 6 and rallied 
support from a wide range of motion picture pro- 
ducers, actors and directors. But within 24 hours of 
the press conference, the government withdrew the 
subpoenas . 

De Antonio, who is also working on a film based 
on Philip Agee's book "Inside The Company: CIA Diary" 
was one of those on Nixon's "enemies list" for his 
film "Millhouse: A White Comedy." 

"I took the position," de Antonio said at the 
press conference "that I would give the grand jury 
one fact and only one fact: my name." He said that 
even though the government had backed down on the 
subpoenas, he expected further attempts to stop the 
film. 

At the press conference, the filmmakers also 
called for the creation of a group to defend film- 
makers against renewal of the "blacklisting of the 
1950' s." : ' ' >< 

"It is only by fighting passionately that we 
can win>" said de Antonio, and "the battle may be 
more than a single film." 

New York Grand Jury 

Still another grand jury was convened in New 
York City following the November, 1974 surrender of 
Jane Alpert. Alpert, John Hughey, Patricia Swinton, 
and Sam Melville were all indicted in 1969 as co- 
conspirators in an alleged attempt to bomb govern- 
ment property. Alpert jumped bail and went under- 
ground as did Swinton. Hughey served two years and 
Melville was killed in Attica while SerYing a-.'J.o 
twenty«;five year sentence. Alpert is presently 
serving a 27-month sentence and is eligible for 
parole in five months. 

The grand jury investigation continued until 
Swinton was arrested in Vermont in March. The gov- 
ernment has indicated that the investigation will 
continue however, even after her trial is over. The 
trial date is set for September 22. The grand jury 
will still continue issuing subpoenas under the 
category of "harboring fugitives" and connections 
with the BLA. 

Probably the sharpest rebuff to the FBI to date 
came in New York in late May when the court support- 
ed National Lawyers Guild attorney Martin Stolar' s 


The FBI had asked Stolar to give them the 
address and telephone number of his client, William 
Sheppard, in connection with a search for Collette 
Ali, an alleged member of the BLA. 

"This is the clearest case of the government's 
abuse of the grand jury yet," Stolar told LNS. "The 
FBI agent said he wanted the information for their 
own investigative files. Grand juries are not sup- 
posed to be conducting investigations for the FBI." 

Judge Lawrence Pierce agreed and quashed the 
subpoena on May 22 saying it constituted an abuse 
of the grand jury process and was a violation of 
the lawyer-client relationship. 

"Congress has not chosen to vest the FBI with 
subpoena powers and it would circumvent that legis- 
lative judgment for the FBI to be allowed to instead 
simply make use of the grand jury process in order 
to do indirectly what it may not do directly," 

Pierce said in his opinion. 

Stolar suspects that the FBI's desire to gain 
the information was secondary to their challenge 
of the traditional lawyer-client privilege. 

"If they got away with it this time, they would 
have severely hampered the Left's ability to defend 
itself in court," Stolar saidl "People would be 
afraid to go to lawyers for help and lawyers would 
be afraid to take movement clients because they 
could go to jail if they refused to be informahts." 

Although the subpoena was thrown out, the FBI 
has appealed the decision claiming the judge "mis- 
interpreted" the facts. However, Stolar is seeking 
to have the agent involved prosecuted for perjury. 

"FBI agents lied in the Wounded Knee trials, 
the Ellsberg break-in trial, the Gainesville trial, 
and in just about every other major case brought 
against the Left," Stolar said. 

* * * 

For more information about grand juries, con- 
tact the Coalition to End Grand Jury Abuse, 300 
Atlantic Bldg., 930 F. Street, NW, Washington DC 
20004 (202) 347-9338. The coalition is setting up 
a national network, so keep them posted on grand 
juries in your area. 

--30 — 
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NEW EQUAL OPPORTUNITY HEAD SAYS FORD IS 
FRIEND OF MINORITIES 

WASHINGTON (LNS) --Lowell W. Perry, a former ex- 
ecutive with the Chrysler Corporation, was sworn in 
as the head of the Equal Opportunity Commission (EOC) 
at a ceremony in the White House Rose Garden May 27. 

"This administration is totally dedicated to 
the elimination of any discrimination in the area 
of sex, race, creed, color, or what ever have you," 
Perry told spectators at the ceremony. 

Perry didn't mention the fact that the EOC has 
a backlog of over 100,000 unresolved cases dealing 
with various forms of discrimination in employment. 
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PROSTITUTES IN FRANCE STRIKE 
AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY AND ARBITRARY ARRESTS 

By Schofield Coryell 
LIBERATION News Service 

"It is never us ^ealiy 'ourselves 3 that people 
see. What they see is what theyprojedtonto us—itfs 
they who make us as we are... They see us in detail 3 
piece by piece, 3 a little like at the butcher shop... 
There are the breasts 3 ass 3 etc. 

It is they who force us to disguise ourselves 
as little girls 3 to equip us with whips and all 
sorts of junk. Then they are ashamed 3 and their shamep- 
since they can't fchkeift^on' them&elvesr'-hhey 'put on 
our shoulders. We're the ones that are called con- 
temptible 3 vicious." 

• — a prostitute from Lyon 

PARIS (LNS) --Since June 2, the prostitutes of 
the big cities of France have been on strike--a 
strike of protest against police brutality, arbit- 
rary arrests, and excessive and repeated fines. To 
back their demands, the prostitutes have staged 
sit-ins in French churches. Beginning in Lyon, 
whefe abbiit 200 occupied the church of St. Nizier 
in the heart of the city, their sit-in movement 
spread to the churches of Marseilles, Toulouse, 

Lille, and Paris. 

The upsurge was provoked by a sudden intensif- 
ication of police harrassment in Lyon where several 
women were imprisoned for violating laws against 
"provoking debauchefy" or soliciting. But the 
harrassment is general and exists in all cities. 

The French government, which had turned a deaf 
ear to the demands of the striking prostitutes, red- 
acted to the sit-ins with repression: on June 10, 
on orders of Minister of the Interior Poniatovsky, 
police swooped down on all the churches throughout 
the country where prostitutes had sought refuge and 
drove them out with swinging clubs. The Minister 
of the Interior declared with satisfaction, "The 
churches are free now for the use of the worshippers." 
But the prostitute s'' movement continues. 

A few days after the movement initially start- 
ed with the sit-in of about a hundred prostitutes 
in Lyon, the prostitutes of other cities decided to 
join in and occupy churches in their localities-- 
on the theory that the churches should serve as a 
sanctuary from the power of the police. Priests in 
most of the churches where the prostitutes sat-in 
proved cooperative. And most of the prostitutes in 
cities where there were sit-ins stopped walking the 
streets in support of the strike. 

The strike came to Paris, as about 500 prostit<: 
utes occupied a modern chapel in the heart of a busy 
shopping and entertainment district. Before the 
June 10 police raid, men and women of all ages and 
conditions continually gathered around the chapel 
to see what was going on and talk to the strikers 
standing at the doorway. There were heated discus- 
sions on the sidewalk about the situation, and most 
of the passers •‘•by took a supportive attitude toward 
the action. 

I walked inside the chapel to talk to the pro- 
stitutes and was quickly directed to a small room 
where the organizers were discussing tactics and 
strategy. There, one of the prostitute leaders ex-. 
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plained the ambiguities and contradictions of the 
prostitutes' condition in France. 

"Prostitution is not illegal here— but there 
is a law prohibiting people from assuming 'an 
attitude likely to provoke debauchery.' So you 
see what we are up against—it's illegal and it 
isn't illegal at the same time. This means that in 
practice, the police keep an eye on us all the 
time, and then, from time to time, pounce on us 
and arrest us for violating the law against 'pro- 
voking debauchery,'" she said. 

"We are taken in bunches to the police station 
and forced to pay a stiff fine<?-and sometimes this 
happens to us as often as three or four times a 
day. When these raids take place the police whip 
and beat us and insult us constantly- -then they 
let us go, only to jump on us a little later so 
as to fine us again. Some of the women pay the po- 
lice to escape these raids, but it comes to the 
same thing. You can see what a stake the state has 
in such an agreement -^the fines amount to millions 
of francs." 

Another woman pointed out that in addition to 
this, the prostitutes are taxed excessively and 
arbitrarily and are still not covered by Social 
Security or old age pensions as are other citizens 
and tax -payers. 

A third woman told me, "Most of us are mothers -- 
we did not become prostitutes for the joy of it , 
but because this was the only way open to us to 
proVide for our children." 

A discussion about male transvestite prostit- 
utes took place in the presence of several of them. 

It was decided that transvestiteiPmstitutes should 
be included in the action along with the; women, , 
and should be legally allowed to dress as women. 

"The point is that all the prostitutes are in 
the same boat--we have to join forces," asserted 
one woman . 

During the prostitutes' strike in Paris, as 
well as elsewhere, the committee that organized 
the movement sent groups out to the various neigh- 
borhoods to persuade the others to stop working 
and join the ^strike. There was some opposition, 
but in general the persuasion’ n was effective .The 
streets where prostitution is usually most active 
fell silent, and hairdressers, cafe keepersand other: 
saw their business sharply decline. 

One striking prostitute explained "the women 
who insisted on going on working during the strike 
were those who are under the thumb of the pimps." 

In general, the prostitutes involved in the strike 
gave little attention to the role of pimps. They 
said they feel that the authorities talk about the 
power of pimps in order to distract attention from 
the situation of the prostitutes themselves. 

In a letter addressed to the President of the 
Republic, the p£0stitut©s'Coi®ittee explained: 
"Already it is the state itself that is the biggest 
pimp of all. All these fines they ffiisfeeus P a Y ^d 
all these taxes --who gets the profits from all that 
money?" 

In a leaflet distributed widely to the press 
and public, the Prostitutes' Committee formulated 
a series of concrete demands: the liberation of 
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the -women iap&soned in Lyon tfnder the law imposing 
prison termslfdr< "an c attitMe provoking debauchery”;, 
the abolition o£ that law; the implementation of the 
existing f 8WS concerning the re -integration of pro- 
stitutes into society; the right of transvestites to 
wear women's clothing. 


Demands also included the same right to social 
security and pensions that other workers have. "We 
assert that prostitution is a profession, due to the 
sexual needs of a section of society. " T • • 


The womeii have also' stated 'that they will re- 
fuse any attempt to restore the system of brothels 
that existed before World War I I- -they say they want 
a measure of personal freedom and dignity. 


Women's Liberation groups have all expressed t 
their solidarity and are actively supporting the pro- 
stitutes’ action. The League for the Rights of Women, 
of which Simone de Beauvoir is an active leader, 
issued a statement sharply denouncing the "brutality 
with which the Minister of the Interior drove the 
prostitutes' from the chapel in which they had taken 
refuge in Paris." It pointed out, "Prostitution 
practiced openly or in return for the economic sec- 
urity of the married woman, or as a means of social 
promotion, is inherent in the patriarchal and cap- 
italist system which it helps maintain." 


By the third week in June, the women were be- 
ginning to go back to work, but phe movement is 
not ending. The prostitutes' Committee has even 
announced its intention to' organize a big national 
convention of prostitutes for the near future to 
plan the next steps and re- inforce the unity so far 
achieved. ■ 

mmmmmmmmsmmmsmsmmmm 

(See graphics.) 

SEEGER SONGFEST BLOCKED 


NEW YORK (LNS)--A Pete Seeger songfest planned 
in the rural community of Newburgh, New York was 
cancelled after a controversy erupted over the 
folksinger's "left-wing" political views. Seeger, 
a resident of nearby Beacon, N.Y. , and a long-time 
civil rights and anti-war activist, had been in- 
vited by the Balmville Citizens Association to lead 
a bicentennial songfest under a historic 267-year 
old poplar tree. 

The Newburgh Town Board, however, refused to 
sanction the event, objecting to Seeger' s poli- 
tical views and "left-wing associates." And on 
June 16, the town board refused to grant the ne- 
cessary traffic permits for the event. 

"The majority of the board doesn't believe 
Mr. Seeger presents the American view many of us 
represent," said town supervisor J. Malone Bannon 
on receiving. the traffic request. But Seeger, 
who performs regularly for civic and church groups 
in the area--said he did not believe the board's 
decision represented the opinions of most of the 
area's residents. 

The prime opponent of the Seeger songfest-- 
planned as a small neighborhood event for several 
hundred people--was Dr. Edwin Klotz, the superin- 
tendent of Newburgh schools. "Mr. Seeger may 
be known for his advocacy of a cleaner Hudson 
River, and other ecological projects," Klotz 
wrote in a letter to the president of the town 
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board, "but he also is a veteran supporter of 
causes that are hardly exemplary for the young 
people of our community." 

Objecting to Seeger 's "well-known reputation as 
a left-wing extremist," Klotz said he would not 
permit official participation by Newburgh public 
school children in any ceremony at tedded by Seeger 
"because of the possible danger in large crowds." 
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FOOD STAMP INFORMATION FOR FOOD COOPS 

NEW YORK(CPR/LNS) --With prices and unemployment 
on the rise, it is essential to stretch one's food 
money. Coops help by getting more and better food 
at a lower price. But many low- income families 
car't shop at local coops, because food stamps 
are not accepted at them. 

Food coops can be authorized to accept food 
stamps though. Many have been successful and even 
coops that are not incorporated can apply: 

1) Write a letter to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service in your 
state capitol. Explain your coop's wish for author- 
ization and give a status report, i.e., number of 
people who are memberis, goods ordered, business 
volume, ordering frequency, low income family in- 
volvment. Ask for an application form. 

2) You will receive information packets, in- j 
eluding applications and regulations. 

3) One of your members should fill out the j 

application form and understand the regulations. 

4) You can mail the application in and then 
wait until an inspector comes to visit or take the 
application to the local Department of Agriculture 
office in person. A brief interview will follow to m 
sure you understand the regulations and then authori- 
zation should come immediately. 

5) If authorization is denied, the reasons for | 

the decision must be clearly defined; the decision r 
may be appealed. ! 

The decision is made at the regional level, so 
applicants can expect to wait. 

Individual people cannot give the coop their 
individual food stamps in order to buy food directly 
from the supplier. But if the coops have enough 
money or credit, they can buy the food on pre-order 
and accept the stamps at the coop site. 
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Let us let the people know 

Who and’ how oppresses them, 

Who and how oppresses us — 

But once the people know, 

Let us through actions show. 

That we can break the ch’ains, 

And make the oppressor run. 

--written by a prisoner 
Rafael Cancel Miranda and 
reprinted from the Midnight 
Special. 

June 21, 1975 end of copy today. 
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